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There is a word that badly needs 

to be dusted off and reintro-

duced in Christian circles. The 

word is òadmonishment.ó I have 

asked a lot of people to give me 

a synonym for this rather archaic 

word and most come back with 

either rebuke or criticize. Either way it is something 

they are not eager to receive or  dish out. In to-

dayõs donõt-judge-me world folks do not believe  it is 

anyoneõs proper place to admonish if in fact the 

word means what they think  it means. 

 

But that is not what the word means. Here is its      

actual definition: 

Admonish:  (Verb) 1to indicate duties or obliga-

tions; 2to express warning or disapproval to   

someone gently, earnestly or solicitously; 3to give     

friendly, earnest advice or encouragement. 

Admonition: (Noun) 1gentle or friendly *reproof; 
2council  or warning against fault or oversight. (*To 

Reprove implies a kindly intent to correct  a fault.) 

 

Now a gentle, friendly, encouraging warning from a 

friend who wants to keep us from harm or over-

site doesnõt sound too bad, does it? Whatõs more, 

scripture tells us we actually have a duty to admon-

ish one another wisely on the basis of Christõs 

teaching in scripture. 

Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all 

wisdom teaching and admonishing one another    

with psalms and hymns and     spiritual songs, sing-

ing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

(Colossians 3:16) 

 

Admonishingéa picture of human            

gardening  

Recently I was thinking over the idea that, accord-

ing to scripture, we actually have a responsibility to 

give and receive admonishment. It struck me that 

Jesus had already given us clear 

warning about this need. He 

used the picture of a field be-

ing sown with good seed to 

explain our tendency to slow 

down and neglect the life-

giving graces available to us. 

In explaining the parable of the sower in Matthew 

13:18-23, Jesus identifies four things that choke out 

fruitful maturity in a Christ follower. They are hard 

hearted, shallow or rootless faith, and the dual 

òweedsó of lifeõs day-to-day worries and the un-

healthy lust for wealth. If you are a gardener you 

know there are remedies for each of these condi-

tions. Hard ground can be tilled,  rocks can be 

picked from shallow soil and the soil fertilized to 

make it productive. Of course, weeds must be 

picked on a regular basis to encourage a fruitful 

plantõs growth. 

 

As I thought about each of these growth inhibitors, 

another scripture came to mind. In his letter to the 

Thessalonians, the Apostle Paul writes: 

And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, en-

courage the fainthearted, help the weak, being pa-

tient with them all.  (1 Thessalonians 5:14) 

 

There it is. The perfect definition of admonishment. 

It is a warning with encouragement that flows pa-

tiently from one believer to another out of genuine 

concern and selfless love. 

 

Some closing questions for your considera-

tion  

1. Who do you know and love well enough to 

admonish? (Beside your kids!) 

2. Who do you trust to the extent that you are 

open to receive admonishment from them? (If 

this is going to be a reality we must allow   

ourselves to get close enough for them see 

who we really are.) 

3. Would it not be wise to tell those we trust 

that we desire to be admonished if they see us 

faltering in any way? 

 

May God richly bless the garden of your heart. Letõs 

all resolve to bear much fruit! 

Online registration is available for the  
2019 Regional Gatherings at  

www.harvestnetworkintl.org/regionalretreats.html. 

SOMETHING SCRIPTURE SAYS WE ALL NEED  
By Jim Anderson, Lead Pastor of The Harbor Church in Hastings, MN  
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WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS  

Carl Everly  

Central Christian Church  

Marion, Ohio  

(General License)  

 
Carl Everly has two daughters, and more than anything else, 

he spends his time chasing five grandkids!  He likes hunting, 

fishing and gardening. Itõs easy to tell that he has a green 

thumb when you see his house, because his yard looks like 

a giant garden, complete with a huge fishpond! He is in the 

middle of a remodel, and so he says that right now his 

house looks like a hoarder lives there.  

 

Carl preaches occasionally at Central Christian Church 

where he heads up their outreach program. òWeõre getting 

involved city-wide with other churches, because we want 

to interact with the other Christians in Marion, OH.ó Carl 

 has a passion for evangelism, but at this point in his life he 

says, òAnything God wants      to do with Central Christian 

Church is my passionñgrowing    the church and letting 

people know who Jesus is. I retired in    September 2018, 

and Iõve always worked with tools. Itõs funny how the Lord 

has taken those tools and put them away, and    now Heõs 

changed me and given me this passion, a gift from God, and 

itõs all about helping Central Christian Church. Thatõs why 

Iõm so excited about joining HNIñmy passion just went 

through the roof when I was out at the Pastorsõ Summit in 

March. Thereõs no me, itõs all about God and getting it out 

there. And to me, thatõs pretty awesome.ó  

 

Carl recommends Passion and FireñIgniting Your Passion for 

God by Nathan Shaw and The Story by Max Lucado which 

tells the Bible as one continual story, originally published in 

1680.  

 

 

Videos of the National 
Assembly and Pre -

Conference Intensive  
will be available soon  

on the HNI website.  
Watch your emails  
and HNIõs Facebook 

page for the  
announcement.  

Videos Coming Soon!  

Pre-Conference Intensive  2019 HNI National Assembly  

Bradley Stull  

Teen Challenge  

Glen Rock, PA  

(Ordination)  

 

Brad Stull is the Lead Campus Pastor at Pennsylvania Adult 

& Teen Challenge. Heõs all about evangelism and GENTLY 

bringing the lost to Jesus, especially the broken-hearted and 

people with addiction issues. He currently serves on the 

board at New Life Center for Women and Children in 

Glen Rock, PA. He has been married to his wife, Rachel, for 

20 years, and has two children: Bradley Jr. who is a senior 

in high school, and a 15 year old daughter, Jayden, who is 

mission-minded and aspires to be a doctor.  

 

At one time, he was a professional baseball player, until his 

addiction completely took over. Brad lost everything: his 

family, his career in baseball, and himself entirely. He en-

tered the doors of Teen Challenge completely lost and bro-

ken with no hope. While there he was introduced to God, 

and he has been drug-free ever since. òGod has restored 

our family.  My wife is an amazing woman of God who 

serves as the Director for New Life Center for Women 

and Children.ó 

 

When he was part of the HNI installation ceremony at the 

National Assembly in June, Brad says he was blown away by 

the Holy Spirit and the HNI members. He felt strongly like 

òthis is where I belong.ó  

 

Brad enjoyed and recommends the book The 21 Indispensa-

ble Qualities of a Leader by John Maxwell. He loves baseball 

and is a big Chicago Cubs fan.  Brad is also an avid golfer. 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR FURTHERING YOUR MINISTRY TRAINING AND EDUCATION  

By Dr. Lyle Story, Professor at the School of Divinity of Regent University in Suffolk, VA  

 
Warm Christian greetings 

to you.  My wife, Sherri, 

and I are ordained 

through HNI and have 

both appreciated the 

relational, evangelical and 

missional thrust of HNI.  

I just completed my 35th 

year of teaching in the 

School of Divinity of 

Regent University.  Our 

school shares the same 

values, commitments, 

thrust and ethos of HNI.   

 
For those of you who 

have thought of further-

ing your ministry training and education, let me invite you to 

explore our school and what we could offer you.  Think of 

seminary education as the educational arm of the Church.  

Ministry involves so many different facets of life, and it requires 

our very best.  For example, let me suggest only a few topics 

that bear upon an effective ministry: 

 
¶ How to appreciate the Bible and the necessary skills to 

properly interpret the timeless message(s) of both the Old 

Testament and the New Testament. 
¶ Framing a theology of the Trinitarian fellowship of love 

that must be expressed in our 21st Century context. 
¶ Appreciation of church history since we belong to the 

people of God who span the centuries. 
¶ An understanding of missions and strategies for effective 

evangelism and discipleship in different geographical and 

cultural contexts. 
¶ The nature and ministry of the Church, coupled with  

practical issues, e.g. preaching, gifts and the fruit of the 

Holy Spirit, Christian education, compliance with regula-

tions for non-profit organizations including finances and 

ethical behavior.   
¶ Spiritual formation that involves a holistic approach to life 

and ministry. 

 
These are only a few samples of 

what our school values and   

of fers. We believe that        

transformation is the goal that 

ultimately leads to the glory of 

God.  In short, heads and hearts 

can be stimulated through our 

graduate programs. 

 
Here are a just a few offer-

ings of our school:  

 
¶ M.A. in Practical Theology 

(48 credit hours) is a profes-

sional degree with five concentrations (e.g. Church and 

Ministry, Missiology).  This prepares individuals for ministry 

in a church, mission or non-profit organization. 
¶ Master of Divinity (72 hours) is an academic and profes-

sional degree with 13 concentrations. The traditional semi-

nary degree typically suggested for ordination and is ideal 

for full-time ministerial service and further doctoral work. 

Suggested concentrations to highlight:  Church and Minis-

try, Chaplain Ministry and Missiology. 

 

Highlights and distinctives of the School of Divinity:  

 
¶ Diverse, multi-denominational seminary; Biblical fidelity; 

renewal theology; mission-focused. 
¶ Committed to developing ministers to be equipped for the   

Great Commission. 

¶ Fully online programs, no relocation necessary. 

¶ Affordable tuition rates, scholarships and financial aid avail-

able including the Church Match Grant. 

¶ Advanced technology in online classrooms. 

¶ Professors who are practitioners and are fully engaged 

with adult learners.  
¶ Accreditation with the Association of Theological Schools 

(ATS) and Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 

Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC). 

¶ High level of academics that lead to practical application. 

¶ 8-week course options allow you to progress through your 

studies quickly. 

¶ Military friendly. 

 
The very nature of life is growth.  For example, a plant that      

is not growing is in the dying processñthere is no such thing  

as the deadly status-quo.  The same holds true for us as we   

are engaged in ministry.  We offer opportunities for growth 
that can lead to transformation in personal, communal and  

missional life.  If you are interested in further education        

and training, please visit our website at www.regent.edu. There 

are numerous admission advisors who will be able to answer 

your questions.   

 

 

https://www.regent.edu/admissions-aid/financial-aid/types-of-aid/church-matching-grant/
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2019 Regional Gatherings 

ALL REGISTRATIONS ARE ONLINE AT: 

www.harvestnetworkintl.org/regionalretreats.html 

Fuel the Fire  

543 Hotel Circle S 

San Diego, CA 92108 

619-297-8800 

www.daysinnhc.com  

 

Group rate mention: 

The HNI Gathering 

$92+tax/standard room 

Must reserve by Aug 26 

Arriving:  Registration 6:30 pm, Sept 26  

  (1st Session: 7 pm) 

Departing:  12:00 pm, Sept 28 

Host:    Gary Logston 

  pastorgary14@gmail.com 

Cost:    $35 (includes two meals) 

RSVP:  Sept 19 

7ÅÓÔ 
September 26-28 

L418 

3623 50th St, San Diego, CA  92105 

910 7th Ave S 

Princeton, MN 55371 

763-389-9312  

www.wyndhamhotels.com 

 

Group rate mention: 

Pastorsõ Retreat 2019 

$112.99+tax/double queen 

Must reserve by Sept 10 

Arriving:  Registration 6:30 pm, Oct 10 

     (1st Session:  7 pm) 

Departing:  12:00 pm, Oct 12 

Hosts:  Dennis and Dana Calhoun 

  ddcalhoun101@gmail.com 

Cost:  $40 (includes a dinner, two  

  lunches and two breakfasts) 

RSVP:  Oct 3 

.ÏÒÔÈ 
October 10-13 

Souls Church 

8775 Highway 95 NW, Princeton, MN  55371 

Arriving: Registration at 6:30 pm, Oct 3 

 (1st Session:  7 pm)  

Departing: 11:00 am, Oct 5 

Host:   Kevin Brown 

 kbrown@harvestnetworkintl.org 

Cost:  $25 (includes lunch)  

RSVP:  Sept 26 

3ÏÕÔÈÅÁÓÔ 
October 3-5 

Resurrection Church 

2940 Commonwealth Ave, Charlotte, NC 28205 

 

1718 Winsor Crossing Dr 

Matthews, NC  28105 

704-845-5911 
www.choicehotels.com/ComfortInn/

Matthews 
 

Group rate mention: 

Harvest Network 

$77+tax/king or double queen   

Must reserve by Sept 3 

 

 

http://www.berlingrandehotel.com
http://www.berlingrandehotel.com
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2401 Holliday Ln 

S Jacksonville, IL  62650 

217-479-3100 

www.choicehotels.com 

 

Group rate mention: 

GO Church / Harvest Network 

$94+tax/standard room 

Must reserve by Sept 17 

Arriving:  Registration 6:30 pm, Oct 17 

  (1st Session:  7 pm) 

Departing:  12:00 pm, Oct 19 

Host:    John Hutton 

  Hutton_2@msn.com 

Cost:    $35 (includes a dinner) 

RSVP:  Oct 10 

#ÅÎÔÒÁÌ 
October 17-19 

GO Church 

767 S West St, Jacksonville, IL 62650 

ALL REGISTRATIONS ARE ONLINE AT: 

www.harvestnetworkintl.org/regionalretreats.html 

2019 Regional Gatherings (Continued) 

4787 Township Rd. 366 

Berlin, OH  44610 

330-403-3050 

www.berlingrandehotel.com 

 

Group rate mention: 

Harvest Network 

$115+tax/king or double queen   

Must reserve by Sept 28 

Arriving:  Registration 6:30 pm, Oct 28 

    (1st Session:  7 pm) 

Departing:  12:00 pm, Oct 30 

Host:    Dan Owings 

  deowings@hotmail.com 

Cost:    $25 

RSVP:  Oct 21 

-ÉÄ×ÅÓÔ 
October 28-30 

Berlin Grande Hotel 

4787 Township Rd 366, Berlin, OH  44610  

1550 Mt Zion Rd 

York, PA  17402 

717-840-1500 

www.yorkpa.hamptoninn.com 

 

Group rate mention: 

HVN 

$119+tax/king and queen room 

Must reserve by Sept 24 

Arriving:  Registration 6:30 pm, Oct 24 

     (1st Session:  7 pm) 

Departing:    12:00 pm, Oct 26 

Hosts:    Tom and Judy Herbert 

  therbert@harvestnetworkintl.org 

Cost:    $40 (includes a lunch and dinner) 

RSVP:  Oct 17 

.ÏÒÔÈÅÁÓÔ 
October 24-26 

The Upper Room Missionary Church 

1401 Williams Rd, York, PA  17402 

3ÏÕÔÈ 
November 23 

5830 Peralta Meadow Ct, Richmond, TX  77407  

Arriving: Registration 9:30 am, Nov 23 

 (1st Session: 10 am / Last Session: 7 pm) 

Host:   Paul Boggs, pboggs@paulboggs.com 

Cost:   $35 (includes lunch and dinner) 

RSVP: Nov 16 

 

 

 


